This guide covers 135 familiar birds found in Kerala as well as States like WE:!;:-BAN D ']BIEES T o~
Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and Telangana. 5 ‘l 'I [m MO SH S
For ease of reference, they have been sorted into the following 5 categories. b e a” (a g me 6] EI ()J M aj y,
WETLAND BIRDS WADERS y
Wetlands include lakes, ponds, rivers, mangroves, swamps and marshy areas, which 3 ! like sandpipers, plovers
are important habitats used by birds for breeding and nesting. Most of the birds in £ 4 DUCKS and greenshanks prefer A _
this group (eg. ducks, cormorants, waders, herons etc) are only seen at wetlands feed on the surface of marshy areas near the Wood Sandpiper . :
whereas there are a few (Cattle Egret, White-throated Kingfisher, Yellow-wattled waterbodies Common Sandpiper edges of waterbodies A 20cm Little Egret Intermediate Egret Great Egret
Lapwing) that are frequently seen away from water as well. Several migratory species A0 20 cm - a3SPIEROS S0 gﬂﬁi;g‘@ 80 cm 90 cm
visit our wetlands in winter. COOTS/MOORHENS mdenos g RERREE fnlag036Tel
Spot-billed Duck look like small ducks but Northern Pintail ._
BIRDS OF PREY 60 cm lack webbed feet A0 54cm o
Birds of Prey or Raptors hunt and feed on other animals, including smaller birds. They 1388 al36mm monont M3 alNIOBIM ng)REm a
have excellent eyesight, strong feet, sharp talons for hunting, and a hooked beak for J
tearing into flesh. Among the birds listed in this group, some (eg. Black Kite, Brahminy » Little Rinaed PI )
Kite, Shikra, Barn Owl) have adapted to human habitats, whereas others (kestrels, a8 Pacific Golden Plover ittle Ringed Plover Cattle Egret Grey Heron
harriers, honey-buzzards) are most often seen in open habitats like farmland/scrub §> 25cm 16.cm 51cm 96 cm
el y ’ P : D 610M 2EMOBEENO] 200109 &oelegem ;
In winter, raptors are also seen hunting at wetlands where there are large (5] ~ . 210pRg6MS
congregations of waterfowl in winter. g 4 S STILTS
S5 —-‘ have long bills and long legs . - =11 f EGRETS/HERONS
GROUND FEEDING BIRDS 8 Garganey Lesser Whistling-Duck ; > ¢ e . oL r/ are medium- to large-sized
Ground feeders are a diverse group of birds that are primarily terrestrial and feed A 40cm 42 cm 11 birds with long legs and
JACANA: br
on the ground or in the undergrowth. They include large birds like pheasants, pigeons, & el n)o6T ARG og)oEm S [:j neck, and a thick, sharp bill PUV%'(?C"[L?VO"
crows to medium-sized birds like thrushes, babblers, mynas and starlings. Some g have elongated _toes and can Indian Pond-Heron 2006
ground feeders like wagtails are seen at wetlands, and some are forest dwellers (eg. 5’ Black-winged Stilt walk on floating leaves ConLn})n Greenshank 46cm
Malabar Whistling-Thrush), but most prefer open areas or scrub. This category also a 25cm 32 me IBOEOED)
includes birds like shrikes, rollers and chats which may perch low in a bush, but find 3 : . alnllo€noel =) 2 €R0E] -
their prey (small insects or reptiles) on the ground. ) :?ﬁ-i: B =
\\ ] . . - i
AERIAL FEEDING BIRDS ) Eurasian Coot Cotton Pygmy-Goose Eurasian Moorhen @ ] Black ';Si‘::d Ibis
Aerial feeders like swallows and swifts are insectivorous birds that hunt and feed in % 42 cm 35cm 32.cm ~ i P
flight. They have pointed wings and can often be seen gliding gracefully through the air @ PN ©ygeenod ol oG 6T 5604 Pheasant-tailed Jacana Bronze-winged Jacana Black-crowgg(irglght-Heron
or performing acrobatics to catch insects. They are very fast in fllght and prefer open © IOBIM 02EEERNIY 30 cm 30 cm 5y AOOTBOE O \
areas near water. At dawn and dusk, they may be found perching in groups on wires. = MOSM MO2EELHY]
Sl CORMORANTS IBISES
ARBOREAL BIRDS . )
; ) ) ] \ | are completely black birds SWAMPHENS/WATERHENS have long, downcurved bills
Arbo‘real birds a.re thosle whosg life cyclesl are associated with trees and shrubs, and o that often perch on the can be seen in marshy [ | .
the;(/j mclu'(\j/le a W|d§ vanlegy gf t?rdds foufndlln for:f)ts, open wort])dlart;q”ang l:L:an (JHQ shore or on a submerged areas or vegetation around ) - STORKS {
gardens. Many arboreal birds feed on rmtls and berries (eg. hornbills, bulbuls, an twig with outspread wings the edges of waterbodies b are large birds with a \\
barbets, parakeets), while others feed on insects from tree bark (eg. woodpeckers), \ V| - White-breasted el
) . . Q) . = . slow-flapping flight Woollv-necked Stork
among leaves (eg. cuckoos, orioles, warblers) or in the air (eg. flycatchers, drongos, > Great Cormorant Little Cormorant Grey-headed (Purple) Waterhen Glossy Ibis ,\\ oolly-necked Stor
bee-eaters). Some, like sunbirds, feed on nectar from flowers. Smaller species are =. 80 51cm 32cm 60 cm \ 84 cm
. : . . L cm Swamphen ; 3
seen at a variety of heights while larger birds prefer the forest canopy. o nele mideoe el midenoe 43 cm SIBEEY 6.21M0RIDM ngenlm)’ N, O3NI0BERIE3
. \ \ mieleenos] #
B @ Gender symbols indicate where the male and female of the species look (=2 ; 4
. @ different. If no symbols are shown, it means that they look similar. 3_
g w
E Migratory birds which come to peninsular India during the winter (October - Indian Cormorant c Kinafish . o . i " #
March), from their breeding grounds in the Himalayas or Central Asia/Europe. 63 cm ggrte" omm(zz Inghisher White-throated Kingfisher Asian 07[)6enb| Stor " Painted Stork
cm 0 cm
Birds restricted to well-forested areas of the Western Ghats. They may Slmel Mieen0e GREBES e m(acsg]osﬂ ealil@ 2ime 000 27 cm 81000l 400010 82lRI6ENOEHM 93 cm

NIOGNOEROES

replace species that are common in other parts of the peninsula. often dive below the

surface for fish =

KINGFISHERS
have large heads, strong
bills and short legs

Size indicates the length of the bird from beak tip to tail tip;indicates breeding plumage.

Bird illustrations used with permission from "Birds of the Indian Subcontinent" by Richard farmlands away from

Grimmett, Carol Inskipp and Tim Inskipp. TERNS

fl
have long, pointed wings ‘l\
and a graceful flight . . . A . - .
Whiskered Tern Little Grebe Pied Kingfisher Stork-billed Kifgfisher Yellow-wattled Lapwing Red-wattled Lapwing

~ LAPWINGS
are often seen in
\..J.___
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Shikra
35cm
(nJolSlm

Common Kestrel

A 32cm
NlIN@Ma3ss"

KITES

are hawk-like birds often

seen around human
habitation

Crested Hawk Eagle

BIRDS OF PREY
DRAISIVM alosile ud

Oriental Honey-buzzard

60 cm
886001 2]l KB

65 cm

Sl eymY

KESTRELS
are often seen hovering

HARRIERS

glide low over
grasslands/wetlands

- Brahminy Kite

P ? 48 cm

" Blac

Byjedlbm @07

k-winged Kite
35cm

6nssl Q)M

Indian Scops Owl
24 cm
6.2nlm moo

OWLS
are mainly nocturnal and
roost in large trees and
abandoned buildings
during the day

RAPTORS
small birds like Shikra to
larger eagles and buzzards,
are most often seen
soaring in the sky

Crested Serpent-Eagle
65 cm
al3gldiE0)

Marsh Harrier
A 50 cm

S0

Black Kite

“.a 60 cm

ol 1IR3

Barn Owl
36 cm
6NIBE1 23638

Jungle Owlet
20 cm
612/ MO0



GROUND FEEDING BIRDS
mIeIo DEEMSIM ldild ud

PHEASANTS
are heavy birds that make
short flights

COUCALS
are shy birds with a
. booming call Greater Coucal
Grey Junglefowl 48 cm
38 cm (f) 70 cm (m) OIMm

05366091

Indian Peafowl Rock Pigeon
85 cm (f) 110 cm (my 33 cm
2013 @RMIRl(aloN"

PIGEONS/DOVES
have stout bodies with
short necks

CROWS
) are noisy birds, with long
Grey-fronted Green Pigeon straight bills Spotted Dove
28 cm 30 cm
2108NIAQM (alon! @0@l (/o

House Crow Large Cuckooshrike Large-billed Crow
40 cm 30 cm 47 cm
BalM&OEH 2I0RAIFEMM el &0&

Long-tailed Shrike
25cm
2I0REISM OO (A

Black-headed Cuckooshrike

18 cm
HEIOMO

SHRIKES/ROLLERS
often perch on a low
branch or even overhead
wires to watch for

ground prey

Indian Roller Brown Shrike
33cm 2 18.cm
AlMB0ES ONISM 66 AL

ROBINS
hop on the ground with s
their tail cocked

| ie} Q

A

Indian Robin CHATS i
19 em like to perch on a low Pledgucsrrchat
SO32gHODI twig or bush aRpimodesis
Oriental Magpie-robin Paddyfield Pipit
20 cm 15¢cm
2gpo0olHies’ NIQO3NIRMIM
WAGTAILS/PIPITS

are slender birds which '
walk on the ground, often

with their tail wagging

Grey Wagtai.l Yellow Wagtail
A 19 cm A 19cm
2600) NIOLI3E3LES
IGINIoRRGeREs

/:'&;

White-browed Wagtail

21cm Malabar Whistling Thrush
el noeneesst M 21 cm

4 2BMOSOED

THRUSHES
are usually seen on the
ground and have

a fluty song :
Orange-headed
Common Thrush
gll_r,yna B, 21cm
cm - .
Mmos3662M [ 62MRIM &053n 388

Jungle Myna

3

23 cm o
Slmaesam Malabar Starling
A 21cm
(NRIWM 2l0RERIS
MYNAS/STARLINGS

make various screeching
calls, and feed mostly on the
P — ground (except Hill Myna).
L They roost in large groups

i~

Hill Myna Rosy Starling
M 24 cm A 21cm
£0536060M @NoMUeIeM

are usually seen hopping
and chattering in groups

ARBOREAL BIRDS
REREBEIO3 EDEECMSIM nld:2ie D

BABBLERS

LARKS
Jungle Babbler are dull-coloured with a Yellow-billed Babbler BULBULS
25cm : 23 cm P are gregarious songhirds
melodious song
ololesig R O00@ 1A that prefer open areas and
: are usually seen in groups
€ Red-vented Bulbul White-browed Bulbul
-~ 20 cm 20 cm
! : MOSENRUBENI3L3 @nilsmen3uden3ud

Jerdon’é Bushlark

Puff-throated Babbler
15 cm 15 cm
6)alMiMalos] 386 gfleldm

SPARROWS, WEAVERS &

Q ;
o) "
MUNIAS % Red-whlszléered Bulbul
cm
are seed-eaters and have

DRS00 9]
thick, conical bills

Yellow-browed Bulbul
M 20cm
2600 9]lMmd

<

White-rumped Munia

BARBETS

10 cm House Sparrow ] have bristles at the base of
NN 15 cm their stout bills
@REBOSIEE3N
HORNBILLS )
Q ] are large birds with big, | Coppersmith Barbet
3 X White Chze?)el(rid Barbet downcurved bills amgg%r;@
|
Baya Weaver Scaly-breasted Munia almens3nynui _
15cm Mcm ; =%
@RNE363N] a3gER) Wl

AERIAL FEEDING BIRDS
BRSO WODINTI DEEMSIM aldild ud

= Indian Grey Hornbill
SWIFTS 50cm
) . 80! BIYOMIOY
have long, pointed wings
and are rarely perched X
SWALLOWS
have a streamlined body,

Aagitn,

Great Hornbill

Malabar Grey Hornbill 4100 cm
o 45 cm W 00i039&s] GISOMITD
MOSIBNILOMITB

Little Swift they perch on wires Ashy Woodswallow
19 cm ;
15 cm Rose-ringed Parakeet
6MEOBODINIM
@oMeloa 2 42 cm Plum-headed Parakeet
62001RmOD 36 cm
OO0

PARAKEETS/PARROTS
are green and have
have screeching calls,
often uttered in flight.

They are usually seen vV ;
. . ernal Hanging Parrot
Bf:;i‘gi”n?w Red-rumped Swallow ~ Asian Palm Swift Malabar Parakeet in flocks N 12 g

16 cm 13.cm M38cm cm
NIQOOBERION G (O RR® SO, AMB8M RO OO0 2]mM

TREEPIES
are related to crows but
have long tails

CUCKOOS
) have bulky bodies and long
Rufous Treepie tails, and loud, repetitive Asian Koel
48 cm calls 43 cm
g0eaI6000el
M0S53&300
(e}
¥ Golden-fronted Leafbird
19 cm Common Hawk-Cuckoo
£05elslgl 34 cm
ORIOLES/LEAFBIRDS . “~ 0™
are brightly coloured
with fluty songs
WOODPECKERS

Black-hooded Oriole

Golden Oriole have a sturdy bill to 25 cm
A 25 cm probe tree trunks 2600ENNIAMD
2600 E516)
Ashy Drongo
A 29cm
S0EHO0MREOM

Black-rumped Flameback
27 cm

DRONGOS MOS32B06) OO0

have forked tails and an
upright stance

FLYCATCHERS

have small, flattened bills
Black Drongo

28 cm “

@RMNo6OI

Racket-tailed Drongo
2.cm
0532395

J

Bronzed Drongo
24 cm 24 cm
MO BRONNM 218l 0EH0H

BEE-EATERS
have long, curved bills, and
often perch on wires,
making short sallies to
catch insects

Green Bee-eater Bl
17 cm
mosaeniel oo

-tailed Bee-eater
A 24 cm
mieenelooo

IORAS
are small, active birds
with a musical song

MINIVETS
are slender, colourful birds,
seen in groups

Common Iora
14 cm

\ BREWIN

Common Tailorbird

Small Minivet
16 cm
o1g)lmm

Q

Orange Minivet
A 21 cm 13 cm
o1zl ©3MOoRM

TAILORBIRDS &
PRINIAS
have long tails -
o WARBLERS ;
Ashy Prinia

are dull-coloured,

13 cm Ve hi Plain Prinia
SOI0NI0RIM &3e3Nl hyperactive birds 13 cm
NOO3 &3e3Nl

-

Greenish Warbler
2 10 cm

DBonlgl6)105] &3]

Blyth's Reed Warbler
A 13cm

DDNOHOBAIM

Q

FLOWERPECKERS
are the smallest birds
in India

Pale-billed
v SUNBIRDS Flowerpecker
Purple Sunbird are colourful and have a 8.cm

10 cm long, thin, curved bil DA
SN3AM e0Mslgl ' ’ SR

Q
_ 3 N
Purple-rumped Sunbird

10 cm Long-billed Sunbird
2600800 ES 13 cm

0SOHM eOMEI

WHITE-EYES
are usually seen in
noisy flocks
TITS
are very active birds with

Cinereous Tit small beaks Oriental White-eye
14 cm 10 cm
20BRE6OSM 6IesEng 33N




